





11/5/84 

De.ir Athnn, 

Thanks for your 10/j0. And thin requires no anower. 

X-q glad yo ir work is proceeding at the schedule you set for yourself, quite 
an undertaking with your teaching. 

It makes no difference to ne that you regard the Shaneyfelt mutter about which 

1 S ■»' the FBI f ‘ 

i wrote you more grjecial interest in having it published. In time I 11 

use It uyself. But I »°uld to 

2 Sf^tto'"to”tto U F 13 i 22 r.t«d" lo not, in foot, on lnalBht Into lilo personno, 
aa regarded by t^ose under him, at any level. 

The last thing ShaneWflt wanted was a judicial determination of fact, which 
ooont 222^iop0Sol ooseosnent of M. Ky »«* 

knew it very well. Yet he proposed it. In the proposal he had to be certain tnat 
it would not come to pass. Yet would g^t hoover* s atton ^ expressed by anyone 

:”. d iro2X^ 

S raSttin^involvedd in civil litigation. So. from his correct unde standing 
of Hoover 1 s personna, he aoemplished a number of purposes by ^ep^posalthat 
he, personally, would reject for reasons te imew when he made the proposal. 

As the first law is Cover the Bureau's Ass, the second is cover your own, and 
these reflect the Hoover all in the PHI understood. This was, as several for: r 
agents told me, a dominating factor in how the PM operated. Not only that i 
was Hoover cloned, not only how he dominated it dii^ctly. 

I've never forgotten what an SA took me aside'ok evening in Harlan town during 
the early days of the Harlan conspiracy case, when I had been borrowed from the 
Senate and was part of the DJ party. He was a nice guy, an accountant rather t a 

S^r ^nd obv£2ly trusted mo when he told me that they all have to report on 

out uitMu a your. H. aMd if WtM»B»». roporMd 
by any one that any others knew and did not report, those not re. rting 
in r^al trouble. Hoover had to know everything. I remember his name and cmitlt 
ScauS Id o not intend this and what follows for use, just to give you an insight 
into the FBI of that day because of the kind of person Hoover was. 

There was a DJ secretary a New York Simes reporter, from the account given me, 
tried to rape. In the unsuccessful effort he broke her leg. (He had a large house in 
S toS S^ioJ! the trial was held.) Not an FBI agent, not any DJ lawyer, would do 
anything to help her that very early morning, ending the drunken party, and I was 
phoned to get assistance for her. I was not at that party# 

There was a DJ chauffeur assigned to the party, with an armored was a 

reformed acloholic and, frightened over reports of dynamite being^redto uh 
starters of automobiles, went tt*fc off the wagon and into an adding drunk. Heaven 
/rot whistey when confined to his hotel room and under observation. It was, I think 
corr^ctly^decided that he had to be gotten out of Harlan town before those we had 
under iteictmont could get wind of it. No FBI g agent would be of any help, would 
rii getting his name involved. The oldest and youngest DJ lawyer and I assigned 

S spiriting him out of the hotel, which we believed was under surveillance by tte 
indicted l^al authorities, we did, and the youngest lawyer got him back to Washington 
after our successful escape from the county and state. 

Another secretary was drinking ratter much and was suspected of nymphe^a. She, 
too, had to be gotten safely away, from the seat of the trial, ^gain. no IM agon 
would be involved and the chore fell to me. I took her quietly y roy o 
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Knoxville and stayed with her dprlng a lone pi; me delay and delivered her safely 
to Washington. 

Until then I would never Jmvo suspected that there was any duty any FBI S k 
would not assume. 

Those were intelligent and brave men and by and large rather good people. I 
grew quite fond and respocttful of the one in charge and we remained friends until 
his death. Ho f too, left the Phi and rose to fairly high positions in HJ, heading 
two divisions before he returned to private life. 

While 3Tl*ave no way of knowing, I rather suspect that in any agency 
by a Hoover the men would not have feared assuming the responsibilities 
accepted, and I’m sure that reflects their understanding of the kind of person 
Hoover was. 

bo what I am suggesting that you think about is whether or not the kind of 
person Hoover was and was understood to be controlled how the FBI operated, what it 
did and did not do, would and would not do. 

Best wishes, 
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hot headed 
then not 




